ENGL 500 A01 2019
Introduction to Textual Studies and Methods of Research
Dr. Janelle Jenstad


Course at a Glance
	Class
	Date
	Notes

	1
	Sept. 5
	

	2
	Sept. 12
	DUE: Manage Your Time Well (optional)

	3
	Sept. 19
	Guest instructor: Dr. Adrienne Williams-Boyarin

	4
	Sept. 26
	DUE: Stock Your Toolbox

	5
	Oct. 3
	

	6
	Oct. 10
	DUE: Find Your Conversation

	7
	Oct. 17
	

	8
	Oct. 24
	DUE: Pose a Question and Propose an Answer

	9
	Oct. 31
	DUE: Master the Field

	10
	Nov. 7
	

	11
	Nov. 14
	

	12
	Nov. 21
	Meet in computer lab HSD A170.
DUE: Cite the Right Text

DUE: Encode a Poem

	
	Nov. 27, 5 pm
	DUE: slides for Share Your Findings

	13
	Nov. 28
	DUE: Share Your Findings

	
	Dec. 5
	DUE: Engage with the Material
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Connecting with the Prof

What to call me: Either “Janelle” or “Dr. Jenstad” is fine. 

Offices: CLE C327; Library A316 (HCMC)
Phone: 250-721-7245 (messages feed through to my email)
Skype: janelle.jenstad (for prearranged appointments)
Consultations: Weekly office hour is Wednesday, 1-2. I am usually on campus from 9:15 to 4:30 Monday to Friday.  If my door is open (CLE C327) or you find me in HCMC (Lib A316), you are welcome to ask me if I have time to see you; if I cannot see you immediately, we’ll make an appointment. (Note that I will be away from Sept. 13 to Sept. 23, inclusive.) When you are working on your “Engage with the Material” assignment, I will hold office hours in the Special Collections Reading Room.
Allergy Alert!  Please avoid wearing scent or scented products to class or to my office.
Email:  jenstad@uvic.ca. Email is not a good medium for teaching or learning, and it eats up time that I would rather spend working with you in person. Please try to use email only to set up appointments, submit assignments, or send information in advance of a meeting.  Let’s address complex enquiries in face-to-face or Skype meetings.

Course webpage: https://janellejenstad.com/engl-500-fall-2019/. The password to access the page is Tanselle (case-sensitive). The first person to figure out the significance of the password gets a free cup of coffee from Bibliocafe. 

Mailing List: 201909-engl500-11398@lists.uvic.ca. I will send resources, class previews, news items, and announcements to you via this UVic mailing list. Be sure to identify this address as a “safe sender” so that my emails to you do not end up in your spam or junk folder. 


About the Course

English 500 is the foundational course of the graduate program, orientating students within the broad field of the discipline of English and also forging a cohesive and collegial student cohort. The course has two functions: firstly, to introduce the concepts and practice that underpin advanced literary research skills and textual studies (the practice of textual criticism, and the history of the production and dissemination of print); secondly, to enable students to develop their craft of professional scholarship (methods of research, advanced scholarly writing, digital tools and methods, diverse modes of research dissemination, academic conversation, appropriate forms of citation and documentation, finding a position within established and emerging trends in English studies). The seminars are held in the Special Collections seminar room, and the course will allow students to draw upon the rich material available as it fits their research interests.


Required Reading
Williams, William Proctor, and Craig S. Abbott. An Introduction to Bibliographical and Textual Studies. 4th ed. New York: Modern Language Association, 2009. There’s a helpful glossary at the back (142-170).  You’ll need this book for the second half of the course.
If you do not already have a copy of the MLA Handbook, 8th ed., I strongly advise you to buy it. If you become a member of the MLA ($27 for graduate students), you will get a free copy. 

I will also provide (via email) scans of brief passages from the following books and potentially others:

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams. The Craft of Research.  4th ed.  Chicago:  U of Chicago P, 2016. Print. (If you can afford it, the book is $18 USD and well worth having on your shelf.) 

Kelsky, Karen. The Professor is In: The Essential Guide to Turning Your PhD Into a Job. New York: Three Rivers Press, 2015. Print. 
Greetham, D. C., ed. Scholarly Editing: A Guide to Research. New York: Modern Language Association, 2015. Print.


Activities and Assignments
Some assignments are linked to more than one class.  These assignments call upon skills that we will develop over several weeks. Links to assignments will be posted on the course webpage. 
	Weight
	Name
	Description
	Due Date

	0%
	Manage Your Time Well
	List and prioritize your activities. Hand it in if you want feedback.
	Sept. 12

	0%
	Encode a Poem
	Participate in the TEI-XML Workshop. If you want your work to be considered for the Database of Victorian Periodical Poetry project, submit your XML file at the end of class.
	Nov. 21

	5%
	Stock Your Toolbox
	Find the catalogues, bibliographies, and databases you need.
	Sept. 26

	5%
	Find Your Conversation
	Identify the scholarly journals and learned societies in your area.
	Oct. 10

	5%
	Share Your Findings
	Make a presentation to the class on Nov. 28.
	Nov. 28

	10%
	Cite the Right Text
	Assess scholarly editions.
	Nov. 21

	15%
	Pose a Question and Propose an Answer
	Write a conference proposal. Prompt is here: http://janellejenstad.com/conference-paper-proposal-assignment
	Oct. 24

	20%
	Engage with the Material
	Prepare a finding aid, bibliographical description, metadata, and/or provenance note. Prompt is here: http://janellejenstad.com/engagematerial/ 
	Dec. 5

	40%
	Master the Field
	Prepare an exhaustive, annotated, enumerative bibliography. Prompt for the preface is here: http://janellejenstad.com/how-to-write-the-preface-to-an-enumerative-bibliography/. I’ll give you further instructions on the number of items to include and annotate.
	Oct. 31




How to Submit Assignments
Submit a hard copy at the beginning of class on the day an assignment is due. To give me room to comment, please double-space your submission. To keep our carbon footprint low, please double-side if you are able to. Do not attach a cover page; put your name and other details on the top left of the first page. Number and staple the pages. 
I may ask you to follow up with an electronic copy. I can open .pdf, .doc, .docx, and .odt files. 
For the presentation, send me your slides the day before the presentation. I can open .pdf, .pptx, and Open Office slides. 


Detailed Schedule

	Class
	Date
	Topics

	1
	Sept 5
	Researching Like a Graduate Student // UVic Research Guides / Setting up a VPN / Databases, Bibliographies, Finding Aids, and Digital Libraries / Research Tools in your Sub-discipline / Basic Searches / Saving your Searches / Citation and Documentation / Research Hygiene / Enumerative Bibliography Time Management
Introduce assignments: Manage Your Time Well (optional); Stock Your Toolbox; Master the Field
Resources: Three Rules of Citation; How to write the preface to an enumerative bibliography; handout on Chicago style

	2
	Sept 12
	Working with Primary Sources // Special Collections and University Archives / Finding Primary Sources / Collections and Collecting
Skills // Critical verbs / Writing Annotations
Guest speaker at 10:15: Genevieve Kirk
Introduce assignment: Engage with the Material
Resources: Critical Verbs; Questions to Ask of Digital Resources
Due: Manage Your Time Well (if you want feedback)

	3
	Sept 19
	First half: Medieval manuscripts in UVic Special Collections

Second half: SSHRC grant-writing (or other graduate professional skill)

Class will be led by Dr. Adrienne Williams-Boyarin.
Resources: Plan Your Project: Outcomes, Objectives, and Deliverables; Karen Kelsky’s “The Foolproof Grant Proposal Template” (via email)

	4
	Sept. 26
	From Research Questions to Papers // Types of Arguments / Methodologies / Warrants 

Skills // Reference Letters
Resources: Research Question Generator; How to Ask for a Letter of Reference; Toulmin Model of Argument
Due: Stock Your Toolbox

	5
	Oct. 3
	Entering the Academic Conversation // Mobilizing Your Knowledge / State-of-the-Art Footnotes / Literature Reviews / Scholarly Journals / Conferences and CFPs/ Social Media
Introduce assignments: Find Your Conversation; Pose a Question and Propose an Answer
Resources: Journals I Follow; MLA Directory of Periodicals; Directory of Open Access Journals
Further reading: Graff and Birkenstein, They Say / I Say


	6
	Oct. 10
	Introduction to Bibliography and Textual Studies // Types of Bibliography / Works, Editions, Issues, Copies, Texts
Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 1
Due: Find Your Conversation

	7
	Oct. 17
	Analytical Bibliography // Handpress books
Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 2

	8
	Oct. 24
	Descriptive Bibliography // Books from the handpress period and the machinepress period / Fonts, bindings, book art, illustrations/ Materiality of the book
Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 3
Due: Pose a Question and Propose an Answer

	9
	Oct. 31
	Textual Transmission // From author to your desk / Social texts
Introduce assignment: Cite the Right Text
Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 4
Due: Master the Field

	10
	Nov. 7
	Textual Criticism and Types of Editing // Looking at Editions Critical apparatus / Choosing a copytext / Teaching versus scholarly editions
Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 5; Tanselle, “The Varieties of Scholarly Editing” (handout)

	11
	Nov. 14
	Editorial Procedures // Using and creating editions / Genetic Editing / Collation of Variants / Versioning
Spotlight on:  Wordsworth’s “Song” (“She Dwelt among the Untrodden Ways”); Ulysses.
Introduce assignment: “Share Your Findings”

Reading: Williams and Abbott, chap. 6 and Appendix on Textual Notation

	12
	Nov. 21
	Digital Literary Editing Workshop // Co-instructor: Martin Holmes, Programmer, Humanities Computing and Media Centre. Guest: Dr. Alison Chapman, Editor of the Database of Victorian Periodical Poetry.
Reading: “TEI: History” (https://tei-c.org/about/history/)

Optional resource: “A Gentle Introduction to XML” (https://www.tei-c.org/release/doc/tei-p5-doc/en/html/SG.html)

Due: Cite the Right Text

	13
	Nov. 28
	Presentations

Due: Share Your Findings

	
	Dec. 5
	Due: Engage with the Material




The Usual Policies and Caveats

Grading. I will give you numerical grades, using the scale set out in “the official grading system used by the Faculty of Graduate Studies,” which you will find on this page of the Calendar: https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2018-05/grad/academic-regulations/grading.html#. Grades generally reflect your achievement in three areas: quality of your ideas/engagement/research, mastery of the genre, and mechanics/style. All graded assignments will list specific criteria in the assignment prompt.
Policy on Academic Integrity. See the University of Victoria Calendar 2019-2020, September 2019 release: https://web.uvic.ca/calendar2019-09/grad/academic-regulations/academic-integrity.html. I’ve been asked to draw your attention in particular to the section on “Unauthorized Use of an Editor.” Please note that our course encourages you to keep reworking and repurposing material you have already submitted for the course; the policy on “Multiple Submission” therefore applies only to work that you have submitted to another course. If you have any concerns or doubts, talk to me.  
Late policy. To be fair to everyone in the class, the late penalty for assignments submitted after the due date will be 1% per day. Late assignments will receive a grade but no comments (unless there are extenuating circumstances).

Accommodations. Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course. In particular, if you have a disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me and/or the Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) as soon as possible. CAL staff are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate accommodations. The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can assist you in achieving your learning goals in this course.
Illness, Crises, Family Obligations. If life deals out something unexpected, let me know what adjustments you will need (e.g., extended due dates).

Wellness. If you are struggling in any way, please ask for help … from me, from the Graduate Adviser, and/or from the many professionals on campus who are here to support you (https://www.uvic.ca/mentalhealth/graduate/support/index.php).
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